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Management of water resources in large rivers basins
typically differs in important ways from management in
smaller basins. While in smaller basins the focus of
water resources management may be on project
implementation, irrigation and drainage management,
water use effciency and flood operations; in larger
basins, because of the greater complexity and
competing interests, there is often a greater need for
long-term strategic river basin planning across sectors
and jurisdictions, and considering social, environmental
and economic outcomes. This puts a focus on
sustainable development, including consumptive water
use and non-consumptive water uses, such as inland
navigation and hydropower. It also requires
consideration of hard or technical issues—data,
modelling, infrastructure—as well as soft issues of
goverance, including legal frameworks, policies,
institutions and political economy. This Special Issue of
Water traverses these hard and soft aspects of
managing water resources in large river basins through
a series of diverse case studies from across the globe
that demonstrate recent advances in both technical and
goverance innovations in river basin management.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
In the context of global changes, the sustainable
management of water cycles, going from global and
regional water cycles to urban, industrial and agricultural
water cycles, plays a very important role on the water
resources and on their relationships with food, energy,
biodiversity, ecosystem functioning and human health.
Water invites authors to provide innovative original full
articles, critical reviews and timely short
communications and to propose special issues devoted
to new technological and scientific domains and to
interdisciplinary approaches of the water cycles. We
ensure a critical review process and a quick turnaround
between submission and final decision.
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