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Diatoms represent the main group within the
phytobenthos (Rovira et al., 2012), with a large taxonomic
diversity especially in lotic ecosystems (Morais et al.,
2009). Today, there is still a low number of studies that
relate the changes of diatom indices in response to
water quality variations, by taking into account the time
required for diatom communities to respond to water
quality. It is clear that these naturally occurring
processes of changes in the chemical and physical
composition of water would have slower reaction times.
In the meantime, the results of these experimental
studies enable water managers to begin to address this
issue of ecological succession and functioning
structures of these organisms, as they are closer to the
ecological status designation given in the Water
Framework Directive, and giving greater importance to
the changes in these benthic diatom communities with
changes in water quality.

Guest Editor
Dr. Natividade Vieira
Departamento de Biologia, Faculdade de Ciencias da, Universidade do
Porto, Porto, Portugal

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (31 July 2022)

Water

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.0
CiteScore 6.0

mdpi.com/si/100284
Water
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
water@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
water

https://www.mdpi.com/si/100284
https://mdpi.com/journal/water


Water

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.0
CiteScore 6.0

mdpi.com/journal/
water

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
In the context of global changes, the sustainable
management of water cycles, going from global and
regional water cycles to urban, industrial and agricultural
water cycles, plays a very important role on the water
resources and on their relationships with food, energy,
biodiversity, ecosystem functioning and human health.
Water invites authors to provide innovative original full
articles, critical reviews and timely short
communications and to propose special issues devoted
to new technological and scientific domains and to
interdisciplinary approaches of the water cycles. We
ensure a critical review process and a quick turnaround
between submission and final decision.
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