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Message from the Guest Editor

The geography, economics, and land-use in rural
communities often render the provision of safe onsite or
centralized drinking water challenging. Not surprisingly,
rural regions in both the developed and developing
world generally lag behind urban areas with regards to
access to reliable infrastructure that can provide point of
use drinking water for meeting national and global
health standards. Without effective water treatment,
rural communities are potentially more vulnerable to
source water quality changes accompanying land-use
changes, such as increased agricultural activity or
resource extraction. This Issue aims to do the following:
(1) critically discuss and examine the geographic and
socio-economic challenges framing the development of
a sustainable rural water infrastructure; (2) describe the
waterborne exposome (i.e., microbial and chemical
contaminants) of rural communities in a variety of
national and climatic landscapes; and (3) propose
potential innovative strategies and/or systems designs
to improve access to reliable and high-quality water at
point of use.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

In the context of global changes, the sustainable
management of water cycles, going from global and
regional water cycles to urban, industrial and agricultural
water cycles, plays a very important role on the water
resources and on their relationships with food, energy,
biodiversity, ecosystem functioning and human health.
Waterinvites authors to provide innovative original full
articles, critical reviews and timely short
communications and to propose special issues devoted
to new technological and scientific domains and to
interdisciplinary approaches of the water cycles. We
ensure a critical review process and a quick turnaround
between submission and final decision.
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