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The politics of the human right to water is much older, it
stretches back to at least the 1970s; the 1990s, when
both anti-privatization movements and multinational
water corporations embraced it for their opposing
campaigns; or the early 2000s, when lawyers and local
communities invoked General Comment No. 15 on the
Human Right to Water to improve affordable access.
Today, the human right to water is the subject of diverse
political struggles that seek to address the challenge
that 750 million people do not have access to clean
water—a lack that has been highlighted by the rapid
spread of COVID-19. This Special Issue invites
contributions on the politics of human rights: its origins,
its uses, and its effects. We are interested in papers that
trace the emergence of the right in political discourse
and legal documents, its use by different actors for
diverse political goals, and/or its impact in practice—
whether in improving access or affecting underlying
politics. This Special Issue is interdisciplinary, and we
encourage submissions from scholars and practitioners
working in the social sciences, law, humanities, and
natural sciences.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
In the context of global changes, the sustainable
management of water cycles, going from global and
regional water cycles to urban, industrial and agricultural
water cycles, plays a very important role on the water
resources and on their relationships with food, energy,
biodiversity, ecosystem functioning and human health.
Water invites authors to provide innovative original full
articles, critical reviews and timely short
communications and to propose special issues devoted
to new technological and scientific domains and to
interdisciplinary approaches of the water cycles. We
ensure a critical review process and a quick turnaround
between submission and final decision.
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