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Urban water utilities increasingly face a complex and
persistent dilemma: how to set water service prices that
ensure financial sustainability while maintaining socially
equitable access for all consumers. 

Balancing these opposing imperatives requires a
nuanced approach that integrates cost-reflective
pricing with targeted social protection mechanisms.
Innovative tariff structures, such as increasing block
tariffs, lifeline rates, and income-adjusted subsidies,
offer potential pathways to reconcile economic
efficiency with social fairness. At the same time,
transparent governance, stakeholder engagement, and
data-driven decision-making are essential for
maintaining public trust.

In this context, urban water pricing becomes more than
a technical exercise; it is a negotiation between ethics
and economic realism. The challenge for modern
utilities is to design pricing frameworks that secure
financial resilience while safeguarding universal and
equitable access to water services in rapidly evolving
urban environments.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
In the context of global changes, the sustainable
management of water cycles, going from global and
regional water cycles to urban, industrial and agricultural
water cycles, plays a very important role on the water
resources and on their relationships with food, energy,
biodiversity, ecosystem functioning and human health.
Water invites authors to provide innovative original full
articles, critical reviews and timely short
communications and to propose special issues devoted
to new technological and scientific domains and to
interdisciplinary approaches of the water cycles. We
ensure a critical review process and a quick turnaround
between submission and final decision.
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