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Water resources management and hydraulic
infrastructure are deeply intertwined components of
regional development. As key instruments of water
regulation and allocation, hydraulic projects—such as
dams, reservoirs, and irrigation systems—not only
support industrial growth and urbanization but also
reshape hydrological processes and ecological
patterns. In many regions, unsustainable water use and
infrastructure expansion have exceeded environmental
carrying capacities, leading to pollution, ecosystem
degradation, and intensified water-related risks.
This Special Issue focuses on the economic analysis of
water resources management in conjunction with the
environmental impacts of hydraulic infrastructure. We
aim to explore how economic tools—such as cost–
benefit analysis, environmental valuation, and virtual
water accounting—can be used to assess and guide
infrastructure development, ecological protection, and
sustainable water governance in diverse socio-
economic contexts.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
In the context of global changes, the sustainable
management of water cycles, going from global and
regional water cycles to urban, industrial and agricultural
water cycles, plays a very important role on the water
resources and on their relationships with food, energy,
biodiversity, ecosystem functioning and human health.
Water invites authors to provide innovative original full
articles, critical reviews and timely short
communications and to propose special issues devoted
to new technological and scientific domains and to
interdisciplinary approaches of the water cycles. We
ensure a critical review process and a quick turnaround
between submission and final decision.
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