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Message from the Guest Editors

The retroviral capsid (CA) protein is involved in multiple
steps in the virus life cycle. In virus particle assembly,
the CA protein is the key driver in forming the hexameric
lattice found in immature particles, and following virus
maturation forms a CA core in mature virus particles.
Following infection, the CA protein is involved in core
trafficking, uncoating, reverse transcription, and nuclear
entry. CA is recognized by numerous cellular proteins,
including those that can either facilitate or restrict CA
core stability, trafficking, and/or nuclear entry. Mutation
of CA and targeting by novel antiretroviral compounds
can perturb core stability and particle infectivity.
Structure-function analysis of CA variants and CA bound
to small molecules have provided further insights into
CA function and the mechanism of small molecule
antiviral action. This special issue aims to highlight the
cutting-edge advancements in methods and research
on the retroviral CA protein, spanning topics such as CA
trafficking and nuclear import, core stability, reverse
transcription, virion assembly, maturation, and
interactions with the host proteins and antiviral
molecules.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Virusesis
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
MEDLINE, PMC, Embase, PubAg, and other databases.

Journal Rank:

JCR - Q2 (Virology) / CiteScore - Q1 (Virology/Infectious
Diseases)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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