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Within a period of little more than ten years, there were
two transformative events that changed the retrovirus
field and resulted in a major expansion of the retrovirus
scientific community. The first event was the discovery
of reverse transcriptase in 1970. The second event was
the emergence of AIDS, initially a mysterious
immunodeficiency disease that led to a global pandemic
and was shown to result from infection by a novel human
retrovirus called HIV. Most importantly, these two events
occurred at a time when advanced molecular
technologies including molecular cloning were being
developed. This Special Issue will focus on the
“Molecular Genetics of Retrovirus Replication” and
highlight current trends in retrovirus research. We invite
submission of reviews on relevant subjects such as
molecular analysis of events in the virus replication
cycle, protein-nucleic acid interactions, structural
analysis, and the activity of host factors that influence
virus replication. Consideration of future directions of
retrovirus research would also be welcome.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Viruses is
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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