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The progress in gene therapy has been hampered by
delivery inefficacy and safety concerns. Recent progress
has casted some promising light on future development.
A number of viral vectors have been re-engineered for
improved delivery and enhanced safety. In this context,
adenovirus, adeno-associated virus, lentivirus,
retroviruses and other virus vectors have provided
therapeutic efficacy for various diseases such as severe
combined immunodeficiency, hemophilia, cancer and
infectious diseases. The discovery of RNA interference,
particularly the use of short interfering RNA and micro-
RNA for reversible gene silencing, has substantially
widened the application range of gene therapy. In this
Special Issue, applications of various viral vectors and
their use in gene therapy are reviewed with a special
emphasis on RNA interference. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Viruses is
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
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