
Special Issue
Antiretroviral Drug
Development and HIV Cure
Research
Message from the Guest Editors
Human immunodeficiency virus type 1 (HIV-1)
establishes a persistent infection that results in
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) if left
untreated. Around 37 million people in the world live with
HIV-1, with around 2 million new infections each year.
While combined antiretroviral therapy (ART) has been
shown to be very effective, inhibiting HIV-1 replication
and preventing the development of AIDS, it has to be
administered life-long, exposing the patients to possible
side-effects. In addition, increasing emergence of
resistance to ARV drugs could challenge ART efficacy,
especially considering the international effort to reach
40% of HIV-infected people that live in developing
countries and are yet to receive treatment. Therefore,
despite ART effectiveness, the generation of new drugs
against novel targets or with more favorable
pharmacokinetics profiles and the development of novel
delivery systems has to continue.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915) is an open access journal
which provides an advanced forum for studies of
viruses. It publishes reviews, regular research papers,
communications, conference reports and short notes.
Our aim is to encourage scientists to publish their
experimental and theoretical results in as much detail as
possible. There is no restriction on the length of the
papers. The full experimental details must be provided
so that the results can be reproduced. We also
encourage the publication of timely reviews and
commentaries on topics of interest to the virology
community and feature highlights from the virology
literature in the 'News and Views' section.

Electronic files or software regarding the full details of
the calculation and experimental procedure, if unable to
be published in a normal way, can be deposited as
supplementary material.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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