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Message from the Guest Editor
We are celebrating 40 years of algal virus research. This
celebration corresponds with the 80th year of Jim Van
Etten’s life, a founding father of the field of algal virology.
Over the years, algal virus research has blossomed,
illuminating many significant findings, including:  i) their
diversity (RNA and DNA viruses), distributions and
abundances, ii) their role in ecosystems functions, iii)
their place as founding members of the “giant viruses,”
iv) the insights gained by the evaluation of their complex
genome and virion structures, v) the many unusual and
un-expected genes for a virus, and vi) the evolutionary
connection of certain algal viruses to the NCLDVs.  We
invite you to celebrate the exciting field of algal virology,
as well as Jim Van Etten’s significant contributions to
algal virology by submitting your current findings to this
Special Issue and relate your studies to the Five Great
Questions.  1. What is an algal virus? 2.How do algal
viruses move? 3. How do algal viruses replicate? 4. What
are the consequences of algal virus infections? 5. Why
are algal viruses successful?   
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Viruses is
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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