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Message from the Guest Editor

Prion diseases are a class of fatal neurodegenerative
diseases that affect animals, including humans. The
causative agent is a misfolded protein that is sometimes
inherited and the result of an iatrogenic procedure, but
more commonly, prions gain access to the interior of the
body by crossing the epithelium of the gut, nasal cavity,
or the skin. While much work has been carried out on the
pathogenesis of prion diseases, there are several
questions that remain unanswered, including the cellular
and molecular events of prions crossing the epithelial
tissue, the role of blood in the spread of prions, the
specific mechanism(s) of how prions enter and spread
centripetally in the peripheral and central nervous
systems, and how prions spread centrifugally to
peripheral tissues where they are shed. The focus of this
Special Issue is the process of prion entry and
neuroinvasion, the spread of prions in the central and
peripheral nervous systems, and the mechanism(s) of
neuronal cell death.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Virusesis
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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