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Innate immunity provides a critical first line of defence
against infections, including viruses. The sensing of
viruses by cytosolic innate immune sensors activates
signalling pathways that can drive inflammatory cell
death, as well as the production of antiviral interferons
and proinflammatory cytokines. While inflammatory cell
death can be beneficial to clear viral infections, it can
also lead to excess inflammation and pathophysiology;
therefore, the tight regulation of cell death in response
to viral infections is critical. This Special Issue on
PANoptosis in viral infection focuses on viral sensing
and the activation of PANoptosis, a unique, lytic, innate
immune, and inflammatory cell death pathway that is
driven by caspases as well as RIPKs and regulated by
PANoptosome complexes. Multiple PANoptosomes
have been identified in response to viral infection,
including ZBP1- and AIM2-PANoptosomes. This
collection of articles will discuss the cellular and
molecular mechanisms of PANoptosis and
PANoptosomes, providing new insights into therapeutic
targets for antiviral therapies and strategies with which
to mitigate immunopathogenesis. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Viruses is
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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