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Viruses have the ability to interact directly or indirectly
with host cell microRNAs (miRNAs) or even encode for
their own miRNAs. The effects on target mRNA
expression can affect pathways that are either pro- or
antiviral and help viruses alter their host cells in favour of
viral pathogenesis. These interactions ultimately have
the potential to impact virus-induced disease
progression. For example, miRNAs may upregulate
metabolic processes that help provide essential
building blocks for viral replication, or may be involved in
immune evasion thereby enhancing viral persistence.
miRNAs have even been shown to interact directly with
viral genomes and protect viral genomic RNA. This
Special Issue examines current knowledge and new
developments in the study of microRNAs, viruses, and
their host interactions. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Viruses is
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
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