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Coronaviruses are pathogens of humans and animals of
agricultural and veterinary importance. Prior to 2003, a
number of coronaviruses were known to cause severe
diseases in animals, whilst human coronaviruses were
typically associated with mild respiratory illnesses. This
changed with the zoonotic transmission of the
potentially fatal severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus (SARS-CoV) and Middle East respiratory
syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) to humans.
Moreover, the emergence of swine acute diarrhoea
syndrome coronavirus (SADS-CoV) and currently, a
novel human coronavirus (2019-nCoV) in China, that has
resulted in fatalities, highlights the risks of highly
pathogenic coronaviruses to human and animal health.
Coronavirus pathogenesis is understudied, but must be
comprehensively understood if coronavirus infections
are to be prevented and managed. This Special Issue
seeks all types of manuscripts on coronavirus-host
interactions that lead to highly pathogenic infections of
human and animals.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Viruses is
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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Journal Rank:
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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