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Ever since the discovery in the early 1950s, human
adenoviruses, the cause of respiratory diseases of
young children, have been the subject of intense basic
research as well as efforts to engineer HAdV vectors to
ameliorate human diseases. Though much information
has been gleaned over the past 67 years from laboratory
and clinical investigations, we still have an incomplete
picture of the critical associations of HAdV with host
cells and specific components of immune system. Each
contribution in the SI will highlight the progress made to
acquire basic knowledge of HAdV host interactions and
will indicate particular areas uncovered. Topics in the
new SI include key steps in HAdV–host cell entry and
immune interactions as well as structure-based
investigations of virus and virus capsid protein
associations with cell receptors and innate immune
molecules. Involvement of HAd in human diseases such
as ocular pathogenesis will be also described. Genetic
and chemical approaches to alter the Ad capsid to avoid
immune interactions as well as structural and functional
analyses of “immunoprivileged” HAdV26 and HAd49
vaccine candidate vectors will also be discussed.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Viruses is
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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