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For over four decades, researchers have studied the
transcription of herpesvirus genes to understand their
roles in lytic and latent infections and as a paradigm for
eukaryotic transcription. The advent of new
technologies, approaches and model systems, such as
RNA sequencing (RNA-seq), chromatin
immunoprecipitation sequencing (ChIP-seq),
proteomics and organoid cultures, is providing greater
insights into the regulation of herpesvirus transcription
during lytic infection and reactivation, as well as the
restrictions in viral transcription observed during the
establishment and maintenance of latency. This Special
Issue will highlight current research examining
herpesvirus–host interactions that modulate viral and/or
host transcription, which influence the life cycles and
pathogenesis of herpesvirus family members. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Viruses is
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
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submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).

https://mdpi.com/journal/viruses

