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Human hepatitis A to E viruses continue to present
significant threats to public health. Recent
advancements in high-throughput sequencing
techniques in metagenomics, coupled with a
burgeoning interest in the viromes of small mammals,
have led to the discovery of homologues of human
hepatitis viruses in various animal species beyond
primates. However, the molecular biology and
pathogenicity of these novel viruses remain largely
unexplored, and the zoonotic potential of these
homologues, particularly hepatitis E virus-related
viruses, requires further investigation. Nevertheless, the
identification of genetically divergent hepatitis viruses in
diverse animal species provides valuable insights into
the origins and evolution of human hepatitis viruses.
Moreover, the discovery of these homologues offers a
promising opportunity to establish animal models for
studying the mechanistic pathogenesis of human
hepatitis viruses. This Special Issue aims at
encompassing a broad spectrum of topics related to the
human hepatitis viruses and their animal counterparts.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915). Viruses is published in open
access format—research articles, reviews and other
content are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. As an open access journal, Viruses is
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment
of article processing charges (APC) for accepted
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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