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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

Biofilms are a community of surface-associated
microorganisms embedded within a matrix of extracellular
polymeric  substances (EPS—extracellular  polymeric
substances) composed essentially of polysaccharides,
eDNA, and proteins. These multicellular communities are
characterised by the presence of different cell types in
terms of physiology and phenotype.

Persister cells are much more abundant in biofilms
compared to planktonic culture; therefore, it is important
to understand persister cells interactions  with
domesticated phages (prophages) as well as with lytic
ones. Phages are actively involved in biofilm formation, in
two different ways: as promoting or degrading agents.
Phages can be equipped with matrix-degrading enzymes
and effectively infect biofilm-embedded cells. In this
meaning, phages are a natural and helpful weapon against
microbial biofilms. On the other hand, prophages regulate
phage-mediated cell lysis and eDNA release, an important
component of stabilizing the biofilm matrix.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Dr. Eric O. Freed You are invited to contribute a research article or a
HIV Dynamics and Replication comprehensive review for consideration and publication in
Program, Center for Cancer Viruses(ISSN 1999-4915). Virusesis published in open
Research, National Cancer . .

Institute, Frederick, MD 21702- access format—research articles, reviews and other
1201, USA content are released on the internet immediately after

acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon as
it is published. As an open access journal, Virusesis
supported by the authors or their institutes by payment of
article processing charges (APC) for accepted papers. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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