
Guest Editor:

Dr. João R. Mesquita
1. Abel Salazar Biomedical
Institute of Sciences (ICBAS),
University of Porto, Porto,
Portugal
2. EPIUnit—Instituto de Saúde
Pública, Universidade do Porto,
4050-313 Porto, Portugal

Deadline for manuscript
submissions:
31 July 2025

Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Wildlife adaptation to anthropogenic environments,
termed synanthropy, significantly increases zoonotic viral
spillover risks, where pathogens transfer from animals to
humans, possibly triggering infectious disease outbreaks.
This dynamic is fueled by urbanization, habitat
fragmentation, and agricultural modifications, disrupting
wildlife habitats and prompting animals to venture into
human areas. Instances such as Ebola and Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) highlight the emergence of
zoonotic diseases from such interactions. Mitigation efforts
focus on wildlife and livestock surveillance, habitat
conservation, and minimizing human–wildlife contact to
avert future pandemics. This Special Issue invites
manuscripts exploring viral diseases originating from
synanthropic interactions, aiming to deepen
understanding and develop interventions.

Dr. João R. Mesquita
Guest Editor

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

Synanthropy and Zoonotic Viral Spillover

7.73.5

mdpi.com/si/199918 SpecialIssue

https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/19700188364
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=1999-4915
/journal/viruses/stats
https://mdpi.com/si/199918
https://www.mdpi.com/si/199918
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/19700188364
/journal/viruses/stats


Editor-in-Chief

Dr. Eric O. Freed
HIV Dynamics and Replication
Program, Center for Cancer
Research, National Cancer
Institute, Frederick, MD 21702-
1201, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915) is an open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for studies of viruses. It
publishes reviews, regular research papers,
communications, conference reports and short notes. Our
aim is to encourage scientists to publish their experimental
and theoretical results in as much detail as possible. There
is no restriction on the length of the papers. The full
experimental details must be provided so that the results
can be reproduced. We also encourage the publication of
timely reviews and commentaries on topics of interest to
the virology community and feature highlights from the
virology literature in the 'News and Views' section.

Electronic files or soFware regarding the full details of the
calculation and experimental procedure, if unable to be
published in a normal way, can be deposited as
supplementary material.
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