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Message from the Guest Editors
Plants are emerging as powerful platforms for the
production of biopharmaceuticals and industrial
proteins. Plant-based vaccines, monoclonal antibodies
and other therapeutic proteins show promise as
inexpensive yet efficacious approaches to address
global health. Vaccines made from plants are safe, easy
to generate en masse and can be stored at ambient
temperatures. These distinct properties make plant-
based vaccines attractive alternatives for providing
medicines which have previously been inaccessible and
unaffordable to the poor in developing countries. In
addition to this, plant-based vaccines can be stockpiled
to guard against global pandemics such as Influenza
and could been be employed in personalized medicine,
such as addressing chronic diseases including cancer.
Plant-based vaccines can therefore facilitate
improvements in global health through multiple
conduits. The following Special Issue explores various
approaches used to generate plant-based vaccines,
with examples provided in the context of global health.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a
firm history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not
limited to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies,
building on in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a
protective immune response. These can be new
vaccines for old diseases, or old vaccines for new
diseases. Vaccines against cancer and autoimmune
diseases explicitly are also within the scope of the
journal. Because public opinion and even government
policies towards vaccines and vaccination have
changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an
impact on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus
also on vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
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submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.8
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