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The need for an effective anti-severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)/coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccine has been clear since
the beginning of the global pandemic, in early 2020.
Within one year from SARS-CoV-2 identification, with
hundreds of ad hoc vaccine studies carried out and tens
of candidate vaccines advanced to clinical testing, a few
novel vaccines have been approved for emergency use
in humans. This unprecedented extraordinary scientific
and financial effort has thrived on freely available basic
science data, leading to the successful exploitation of
innovative platforms against key viral targets.
Nonetheless, several questions remain open as to
whether the newly approved, or other yet-to-be-
identified, vaccines will be able to control the COVID-19
pandemic and for how long, and whether vaccine safety
will be acceptable in the long run.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X) has had a 6-year history of
publishing peer-reviewed state of the art research that
advances the knowledge of immunology in human
disease protection. Immunotherapeutics, prophylactic
vaccines, immunomodulators, adjuvants and the global
differences in regulatory affairs are some of the
highlights of the research published that have shaped
global health. Our open access policy allows all
researchers and interested parties to immediately
scrutinize the rigorous evidence our publications have to
offer. We are proud to present the work and
perspectives of many to contribute to future decisions
concerning human health.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 19.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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