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Immunotherapies integrating immune checkpoint
inhibitors represent the current standard of care in many
forms of solid cancer, yet they effectively treat only a
minority of patients and are leveraged by the
prerequisite for the presence of tumor-reactive T/B
cells. To augment levels of therapeutic immune effector
cells, active vaccination approaches are warranted as
priming regimens prior to the administration of ICI or for
inclusion in combination intervention protocols to
improved patient outcomes. Although cancer vaccines
have traditionally targeted tumor cell-associated
antigens, the TME can enforce altered epigenetic
programming in stromal cell populations including
CAFs, vascular pericytes/mural cells, vascular
endothelial cells and others, providing a diverse array of
TME-associated antigens capable of being differentially
recognized by the adaptive immunity. In this Special
Issue, we welcome the submission of articles focused
on cutting-edge vaccine-based approaches to improve
the host response to cancer when applied as
monotherapies or in combination with alternate
immunotherapies such as ICI, TME conditioning agents,
adoptive (T/CAR-T) cell therapies, or others.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a
firm history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not
limited to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies,
building on in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a
protective immune response. These can be new
vaccines for old diseases, or old vaccines for new
diseases. Vaccines against cancer and autoimmune
diseases explicitly are also within the scope of the
journal. Because public opinion and even government
policies towards vaccines and vaccination have
changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an
impact on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus
also on vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Medicine, Research and Experimental) /
CiteScore - Q1 (Infectious Diseases)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2026).
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