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Message from the Guest Editor
The human monkeypox (HMPX) outbreak of 2022 did
not only cause several thousands of cases in non-
endemic countries but also triggered multi-faceted
debates about epidemic preparedness, discontinuation
of smallpox vaccination, effectiveness and safety of the
repurposed smallpox vaccines and drugs, and public
interest in (acceptance of) immunization against
orthopoxviruses. I am pleased to invite you to participate
in this Special Issue which aims to delve into three main
thematic areas. Firstly, the effectiveness of the
repurposed smallpox vaccines that are used as pre- or
post-exposure prophylaxis needs to be evaluated within
the context of the ongoing outbreak, especially among
high-risk groups and healthcare settings. Secondly, pre-
and post-authorization safety of HMPX vaccines and
antivirals should be actively monitored in order to
update the current immunization guidelines in light of
the best available evidence. Thirdly, vaccination
acceptance and misconceptions among healthcare
professionals, students, and high-risk groups are of
utmost importance amid this outbreak because they
may either accelerate or unnecessarily delay the task of
epidemic control.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a
firm history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not
limited to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies,
building on in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a
protective immune response. These can be new
vaccines for old diseases, or old vaccines for new
diseases. Vaccines against cancer and autoimmune
diseases explicitly are also within the scope of the
journal. Because public opinion and even government
policies towards vaccines and vaccination have
changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an
impact on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus
also on vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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