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Dear Colleague,  Vaccine hesitancy and anti-vaccine
attitudes have been identified by the United Nations as
one of the top threats to global health. This topic has
taken on urgent significance with the widespread sup-
optimal trust in the COVID-19 vaccines, limiting them as
a major strategy in ending the current pandemic.
Vaccine hesitancy continues to grow, and strategies to
counteract anti-vaccine ideas are largely ineffective.
Understanding the phenomenon and factors
contributing to vaccine hesitancy would give
governments and health care providers an
understanding of how to better tailor pro-vaccine
messages. This Special Issue will encompass all levels
of vaccine hesitancy, from a general fear of all vaccines
to understanding specific issues related, perhaps, to an
ingredient in a single vaccine, or what contributes to
vaccine hesitancy in specific populations. It is hoped
that by understanding the factors contributing to
vaccine hesitancy, headway can be made in overcoming
it and promoting fact-based, effective public health
strategies to encourage the maximum levels of
vaccination. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a
firm history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not
limited to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies,
building on in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a
protective immune response. These can be new
vaccines for old diseases, or old vaccines for new
diseases. Vaccines against cancer and autoimmune
diseases explicitly are also within the scope of the
journal. Because public opinion and even government
policies towards vaccines and vaccination have
changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an
impact on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus
also on vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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