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Due to the lack of a vaccine against HIV, precautions
and anti-HIV therapies are the only available solutions. It
is now well documented that drugs of abuse, in addition
to deteriorating the central nervous system (CNS)
function, accelerate the natural course of HIV disease
progression. Significant progress has been made in
uncovering the underlying molecular mechanism that
different drugs of abuse influence to modulate HIV gene
expression, transmission, and associated disease
progression. Nevertheless, the effects of drug abuse on
HIV are multifaceted and largely unclear, and further
investigations are required in order to understand the in-
depth molecular mechanisms and how they can be used
for therapeutic benefits. Studies to understand these
mechanisms may reveal new drug targets and open up
new avenues for better pharmaceutical interventions in
HIV-infected drug abusers.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a
firm history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not
limited to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies,
building on in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a
protective immune response. These can be new
vaccines for old diseases, or old vaccines for new
diseases. Vaccines against cancer and autoimmune
diseases explicitly are also within the scope of the
journal. Because public opinion and even government
policies towards vaccines and vaccination have
changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an
impact on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus
also on vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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