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In 1988, the World Health Assembly established the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative, an international effort
to terminate all transmissions of wild poliovirus by 2000.
Eradication requires (1) effective means to prevent
poliovirus infections and/or transmissions and (2)
effective surveillance programs to identify poliovirus
infections and evaluate the effectiveness of
interventions in individuals and/or in unidentified
persons within populations. Many stakeholders have
been involved in developing and improving the two main
types of vaccines in current use, inactivated (IPV) and
live attenuated (OPV) vaccines. However, the ideal polio
vaccine, “effective in any outbreak scenario, protect[ing]
all vaccinees with one dose, spread[ing] to and protect
the unvaccinated population, and have[ing] no
detrimental effect” is yet to be developed. This Special
Issue of Vaccines focuses on recent scientific
advancements achieved from the development and field
testing of improved, more genetically stable, oral polio
vaccines as well as from current research on alternative
vaccines and vaccination strategies. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a
firm history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not
limited to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies,
building on in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a
protective immune response. These can be new
vaccines for old diseases, or old vaccines for new
diseases. Vaccines against cancer and autoimmune
diseases explicitly are also within the scope of the
journal. Because public opinion and even government
policies towards vaccines and vaccination have
changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an
impact on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus
also on vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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