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The World Health Assembly and the UN General
Assembly have urgently called on nations to prioritize
efforts to accelerate the transition to Universal Health
Coverage (UHC). UHC is having “access to affordable
and quality health care services by all individuals,
irrespective of their financial status”. However, achieving
UHC poses ongoing challenges and barriers, with
approximately 4.5 billion individuals still lacking access
to quality and essential healthcare services, which
include, among other services, childhood vaccination
and immunization. Immunization, which is one of the
most cost-effective life-saving health interventions, is an
essential component that should be integrated into
UHC. In effect, this implies that immunization is one of
the health services that countries should ensure is
accessible and affordable, by including it in their UHC
packages. Achieving UHC also involves identifying and
addressing barriers to vaccination and vaccine supply
chain issues.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a
firm history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not
limited to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies,
building on in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a
protective immune response. These can be new
vaccines for old diseases, or old vaccines for new
diseases. Vaccines against cancer and autoimmune
diseases explicitly are also within the scope of the
journal. Because public opinion and even government
policies towards vaccines and vaccination have
changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an
impact on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus
also on vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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