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Growing resistance to vaccination requires a new
approach to public health in the context of worldwide
pandemics. The mismatch between stated beliefs and
behaviors reveals the shortcomings of survey research
in the context of a socially undesirable trait: few are
willing to acknowledge needle fear, and medical
investigators often lack personal empathy with the
problem needed for appropriate design. Freeman et al.
estimated that 15% of those in the UK refusing vaccines
did so due to needle fear. Basic issues of pain,
vasovagal response, and fear of side effects once
thought relevant only in pediatrics have become
relevant to regaining trust and willingness for
population-based vaccination. Both understanding the
basic interplay of pain, fear, and residual perspectives
on vaccine acceptance and optimizing the
appropriateness of vaccines individually can rebuild
trust in the most basic pillar of public health.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a
firm history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not
limited to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies,
building on in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a
protective immune response. These can be new
vaccines for old diseases, or old vaccines for new
diseases. Vaccines against cancer and autoimmune
diseases explicitly are also within the scope of the
journal. Because public opinion and even government
policies towards vaccines and vaccination have
changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an
impact on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus
also on vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
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