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Upon infection, HIV integrates into the host human
genome and cannot be cleared with current treatments.
Hence, sterile prevention—a high bar for vaccine
development—remains of the utmost importance to halt
virus spread and disease. HIV infection is also chronic,
leading to the accumulation of enormous viral genetic
diversity and multifaceted immune evasion, such as
trimer packaging, glycan shield, conformational
dynamics, and the immunodorminance of non-
neutralizing epitopes, to name a few on the HIV
envelope glycoprotein. These properties render HIV one
of the most difficult viruses for vaccine development.
Although neutralizing epitopes have been mapped to
almost the entire surface of the HIV envelope, broadly
neutralizing antibodies present numerous challenging
traits and have not been induced with current vaccines.
In this Special Issue, all studies and reviews that shed
new light on both prophylactic and therapeutic HIV
vaccines are welcome. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X) has had a 6-year history of
publishing peer-reviewed state of the art research that
advances the knowledge of immunology in human
disease protection. Immunotherapeutics, prophylactic
vaccines, immunomodulators, adjuvants and the global
differences in regulatory affairs are some of the
highlights of the research published that have shaped
global health. Our open access policy allows all
researchers and interested parties to immediately
scrutinize the rigorous evidence our publications have to
offer. We are proud to present the work and
perspectives of many to contribute to future decisions
concerning human health.
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Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Medicine, Research and Experimental) /
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 19.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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