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Dear Colleagues: This Special Issue explores how cities
can advance smart and sustainable urban futures by
aligning planning, participation, and policy innovation
across diverse contexts and scales. We welcome
conceptual, empirical, methodological, and practice-
oriented contributions from any discipline that illuminate
pathways to more sustainable, resilient, equitable, and
data-informed urban governance and design.
Submissions may draw on any theoretical lens or
method—quantitative, qualitative, mixed, or
experimental research. Illustrative (not exhaustive)
examples include urban sustainability and resilience
(including transformative change), Social-Ecological-
Technological Systems (SETS), climate neutrality and
just transitions, governance and policy design, mobility
and accessibility, housing and public space, nature-
based and circular solutions, urban health, cultural
heritage and tourism pressures, energy transitions (e.g.,
Positive Energy Districts), data governance and ethics,
and monitoring and evaluation frameworks.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Urban Science is a scholarly international journal which
provides a platform for the exchange of theories, ideas,
methods, analyses, and comparative studies of urban
and regional development. It is a peer-reviewed, open
access journal that publishes high quality original
articles, theoretical essays, critical reviews, research
notes, and shorter communications. Its broad definition
of “science” includes both quantitative and qualitative
methods of social, environmental, and spatial analysis.
There is no restriction on the maximum length of the
papers.
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