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Cities have served as engines of economic growth and
crucibles of innovation for millennia. Despite significant
technological advances and the widespread adoption of
telecommunications technologies, proximity is still seen
as a key factor—if not the key factor—driving innovative
productivity. By bringing together diverse peoples and
ideas, urban places are well positioned to provide the
ideal conditions for new forms and new solutions to
arise. In the highly competitive global
information/knowledge economy of the 21st century,
cities are perhaps more invested than ever in
maximizing innovative capacity by growing, attracting
and retaining information/knowledge firms and their
high-skill creative workforce. Papers in this Special
Issue will explore the role that urban design,
transportation, and land use configurations play in
advancing innovation within cities and urban regions. I
am pleased to consider for inclusion in this Special
Issue a wide range of original research articles and
reviews that explore the diverse and dynamic
relationships between urban form/design and
innovation. I look forward to receiving your contributions.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Urban Science is a scholarly international journal which
provides a platform for the exchange of theories, ideas,
methods, analyses, and comparative studies of urban
and regional development. It is a peer-reviewed, open
access journal that publishes high quality original
articles, theoretical essays, critical reviews, research
notes, and shorter communications. Its broad definition
of “science” includes both quantitative and qualitative
methods of social, environmental, and spatial analysis.
There is no restriction on the maximum length of the
papers.
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