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The transition to low-carbon energy systems is
recognized as a technological and geographical
transformation that requires an increasing
understanding of the spatial, environmental, and
socioeconomic dynamics of industrial development.
Critical raw materials such as lithium, cobalt, nickel, and
rare earth elements are at the center of these dynamics
and are indispensable for renewable energy, energy
storage, and green infrastructure. While these materials
facilitate decarbonization pathways, their extraction,
processing, and circulation also create new challenges
related to environmental degradation, global supply
dependencies, social equity, and governance. This
Special Issue of Urban Science, ‘Geographies of Urban
Energy Transitions, Critical Materials and Sustainable
Industrial Development’, will focus on the intersection of
energy transitions, critical material flows, and
sustainable industrial strategies at various scales,
ranging from local urban systems to global supply
chains.  We look forward to receiving your contributions. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Urban Science is a scholarly international journal which
provides a platform for the exchange of theories, ideas,
methods, analyses, and comparative studies of urban
and regional development. It is a peer-reviewed, open
access journal that publishes high quality original
articles, theoretical essays, critical reviews, research
notes, and shorter communications. Its broad definition
of “science” includes both quantitative and qualitative
methods of social, environmental, and spatial analysis.
There is no restriction on the maximum length of the
papers.
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