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This Special Issue seeks to critically reflect on the
innovation arising during the COVID-19 pandemic and
examine the next phase of WBE’s development,
characterized by methodological innovation,
standardization and integration into routine health
surveillance systems. We invite contributions that
advance analytical and molecular techniques, data
interpretation frameworks and sampling
standardization, as well as studies that extend WBE to
novel applications, including antimicrobial resistance,
chemical exposures and zoonotic or emerging
pathogens from both urban and animal production
wastewater. Positioned at the intersection of
environmental science, molecular biology and public
health, this issue aims to consolidate progress made
since the COVID-19 era and explore the pathway toward
institutionalized, community-level WBE programs. By
situating these contributions within the broader
literature on environmental surveillance and One Health,
the issue will define the emerging frontiers of
wastewater-based monitoring as a cornerstone of 21st-
century epidemiology.

Guest Editors

Prof. Dr. Paul M. Bertsch
Faculty of Science, University of Queensland, St Lucia, QLD 4072,
Australia
Dr. Warish Ahmed
CSIRO Land and Water, Ecosciences Precinct, 41 Boggo Road, Dutton
Park, QLD 4102, Australia

Deadline for manuscript submissions
21 August 2026

Toxics

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 4.1
CiteScore 6.4
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/262653
Toxics
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
toxics@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
toxics

https://www.mdpi.com/si/262653
https://mdpi.com/journal/toxics


Toxics

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 4.1
CiteScore 6.4
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
toxics

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Toxics (ISSN 2305-6304) is an international, peer-
reviewed, open access journal which provides an
advanced forum for studies related to all aspects of
toxic chemicals and materials. We aim to publish high
quality work that furthers our understanding of the
exposure, effects, and risks of chemicals and materials
in humans and the natural environment as well as
approaches to assess and/or manage the toxicological
and ecotoxicological risks of chemicals and materials.
Please consider publishing in Toxics when preparing
your next paper.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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