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Systems thinking has long been recognized as a higher-
order thinking skill, a 21st century skill, and, in particular,
as a crucial skill for the work of scientists and engineers.
Indeed, various scholars, economic, and educational
organizations advocate the integration of systems
thinking into STEM Education. However, sound and
effective pedagogies for fostering systems thinking in
STEM education are still in short supply. Submissions
can focus solely on systems thinking or investigate the
connections between systems thinking and other
higher-order thinking skills (critical thinking, creative
thinking, sustainability etc.). The pedagogy or application
being presented should preferably be theory- or
construct-based and include an assessment
component (summative and/or formative). Submissions
may be intervention studies (empirical) or prescriptive,
suggesting a pedagogy or application. Prescriptive
papers should include an intervention study design for
evaluating the efficacy of the suggested pedagogy or
application.  

Guest Editors
Dr. Rea Lavi
Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics, School of Engineering,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA 02139, USA

Dr. Lykke Brogaard Bertel
Department of Planning and Sustainability, Aalborg University, 9000
Aalborg, Denmark

Deadline for manuscript submissions
31 December 2025

Systems

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.1
CiteScore 4.1

mdpi.com/si/225827
Systems
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
systems@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
systems

https://www.mdpi.com/si/225827
https://mdpi.com/journal/systems


Systems

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.1
CiteScore 4.1

mdpi.com/journal/
systems

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Systems is a leading venue for the quick and global
dissemination of results of cutting-edge research in
various areas of systems science and systems-related
fields. An increasing number of researchers are realizing
the enormous potential of systems thinking in managing
the many unprecedented and complex issues in all
areas of need. The Systems journal provides a home of
exceptional quality for the manuscripts of these
researchers who often find it difficult to publish their
work in conventional discipline focused journals.
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