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As the world becomes more interconnected and
integrated, few truly separable problems of any
consequence remain. We face a world full of interrelated
problems, or to borrow from Russell Ackoﬀ’s terminology,
messes. As a result, the messes we routinely face require
increasingly sophisticated methods to understand,
address, and control (in keeping with Ashby’s law of
requisite variety). This sophistication o en requires that we
reach across disciplinary boundaries and embrace interand transdisciplinary approaches. This Special Issue
focuses on the fusion of systems thinking and decision
making, resulting in what the authors term systemic
decision making (Hester and Adams, 2017). Papers are
welcomed that operate at the intersection of the systems
of thinking and decision making, and that focus on any of
the areas of problem structuring, increasing mess
understanding, stakeholder involvement, executing an
intervention, and analyzing intervention eﬀicacy, or any
related area. Theoretical as well as practical case studies
are welcomed.
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Systems is a leading venue for the quick and global
dissemination of results of cutting-edge research in various
areas of systems science and systems-related fields. An
increasing number of researchers are realizing the
enormous potential of systems thinking in managing the
many unprecedented and complex issues in all areas of
need. The Systems journal provides a home of exceptional
quality for the manuscripts of these researchers who o en
find it diﬀicult to publish their work in conventional
discipline focused journals.

Author Benefits
Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High visibility: Indexed in the Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI - Web of Science)
and in DBLP Computer Science Bibliography.
Rapid publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision provided to
authors approximately 25.8 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 5.4 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the second
half of 2018).
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