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Fuzzy systems theory (FST), proposed in late 1960s by Dr. L.
A. Zadeh (in memoriam), created a fertile field of research
in diverse areas such as computer science, decision
sciences, energy, engineering, mathematics, physics and
astronomy, to name a few. Decision analysis (DA) is a major
topic for FST applications. Multiple criteria decision
analysis (MCDA) is a successful methodology for DA with
FST. Leading MCDA methods, such as the analytic
hierarchy process (AHP), data envelopment analysis (DEA),
multi-attribute utility theory (MAUT), and technique for
order of preference by similarity to ideal solution (TOPSIS)
have hybrid FST approaches: FAHP, FDEA, FMAUT, and
FTOPSIS. Fuzzy goal programming (FGP) and fuzzy linear
programming (FLP) were also applied for DA. Nevertheless,
the application of FST to DA is not an exhausted research
topic, and much more remains to be discovered. On the
contrary, FST has made outstanding conceptual advances
in recent years regarding hesitant fuzzy sets (FST),
intuitionist fuzzy sets (IFS), and symmetric fuzzy sets (SST),
among many others...
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Symmetry is ultimately the most important concept in
natural sciences. It is not surprising then that very basic
and fundamental research achievements are related to
symmetry. For instance, the Nobel Prize in Physics 1979
(Glashow, Salam, Weinberg) was received for a unified
symmetry description of electromagnetic and weak
interactions, while the Nobel Prize in Physics 2008 (Nambu,
Kobayashi, Maskawa) was received for the discovery of the
mechanism of spontaneous breaking of symmetry,
including CP symmetry. Our journal is named Symmetry
and it manifests its fundamental role in nature.
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