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The industrialization of the urban food system, alongside
the proliferation of supermarkets, has dramatically
transformed the landscape of food accessibility in cities.
In many countries, especially the US, the spatial
consolidation of food provisioning has deprived many
urban neighbourhoods of easy access to food,
particularly foodstuffs integral to a healthy diet. These
often socioeconomically disadvantaged urban areas are
referred to as “food deserts”. However, studies of urban
food deserts in cities of the Global South are sparse,
given their complicated urban food systems with the
strong presence of informal food economies and
diverse food sources. This Special Issue calls for both
empirical studies and theoretical discussions of urban
food deserts in the Global South, with a focus on a broad
range of issues such as food accessibility, food
affordability, urban food sources, informal food
economies, supermarketization and the food security
characteristics and consequences of food deserts, as
well as urban policies that contribute to or mitigate the
existence and development of food deserts.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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