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All soil ecosystems provide good services for society,
so-called “ecosystem services”. The health of a soil
ecosystem can therefore be determined from its
physical, chemical, and biological properties, such as
activity levels, stability, resilience, and organization. Both
soil protection and soil remediation will therefore benefit
from describing desirable soil quality in ecological
terms. In view of these topics, the present Special Issue
intends to present a rational soil use within a
management framework for the identification of
ecosystem aspects that can be considered as critical
issues of soil, needing protection to achieve a soil which
is suitable for agricultural use or other purposes. The
main goal of this Special Issue is to give a general
description of ecosystem services and representative
indicators for a selection of specific soil types and land
use, and to develop a rational and systematic approach
to identify the highest-risk scenarios in land use in view
of environmental stressors, based on vulnerability
assessment of indicators for ecosystem services. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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