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The issue of underused or vacant historical buildings in
contemporary cities is a massive phenomenon. To
foster the sustainable valorisation of abandoned
buildings and unused spaces in cities, the concepts of
circular economy and adaptive reuse are crucial. To
adopt circular economy within the built environment
means to consider mainly three aspects: preserving the
natural capital, maximising resource yields and
designing the management of buildings and facilities’
obsolescence. Adaptive reuse is based upon the
assumption that buildings, areas, districts, and sites are
not static entities. Adaptive reuse is an approach that
can be considered sustainable. This is because it
consists of the practice of introducing new content in an
existing site, paying particular attention to the needs of
society, and following the principle of maximum
conservation and minimum transformation. This Special
Issue aims to encourage works in both theoretical and
applied fields dealing with different issues of sustainable
reuse of historical buildings in the framework of circular
economy and adaptive reuse concepts.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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