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The transition to the circular economy (CE) is an
emerging global phenomenon in the sustainability
context. The CE is defined as an economic system in
which “the value of products and materials is maintained
for as long as possible; waste and resource use are
minimized, and resources are kept within the economy
when a product has reached the end of its life, to be
used again and again to create further value” (European
Commission). The CE is linked with a paradigm shift in
modern societies from old linear production systems
and consumption towards sustainable, ideally zero-
waste production and consumption processes. The
success of the CE will rely on innovation in traditional
sectors as well as new business models. User
acceptance as well as appropriate quality infrastructure
including standards, certification, and regulation to
provide an appropriate playing field for all stakeholders
are important pillars of the new paradigm. Based on a
clearly articulated demand in the research community,
we call for papers for this Special Issue on the circular
economy, innovation, and quality infrastructure.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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