
Special Issue
Individual Agency vs. Social
Structure in Population Health:
How Complex Systems
Perspectives Can Help Us to
Keep the Balance in Research,
Praxis, and Policy
Message from the Guest Editors
Complex systems informed paradigm has led to exciting
theoretical developments where justice is done to both
agency of individuals and the structure of social entities
at the same time.  Morphogenetic social theory of
Margaret Archer, habitus theory of Pierre Bourdieu,
assemblage theory of Manuel Delanda, actor-network
theory of Bruno Latour, dialectic critical realism of Roy
Bhaskar, complex realism of David Byrne, and the
general framework of complex adaptive systems (CAS)
theory are of the best examples of such theoretical
developments under the hood of complexity paradigm.
The diverse range of methodologies have also been
germinated that aim to ease the understanding of
complex systems. Soft-system methodologies,
microsimulation, qualitative comparative analysis (QCA),
and ergodicity methodologies, etc. This Special Issue
invites scholars and researchers to synthesise a path
forward in understanding public’s health through the
interplay of agency and structure using complexity-
informed theories and methods.   
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and Natural Resources, Ohio State University,
Columbus, OH 43210, USA

Author Benefits

Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE and SSCI (Web of Science),
GEOBASE, GeoRef, Inspec, RePEc, CAPlus / SciFinder,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Environmental Studies) / CiteScore - Q1
(Geography, Planning and Development)

https://mdpi.com/journal/sustainability

