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Over the last few decades, food systems have been
central in the debate on sustainable development, such
as in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). The challenges have been exacerbated by the
COVID-19 pandemic that has highlighted the
unsustainability and vulnerability of modern food
systems and caused an impending global food
emergency. 
This Special Issue addresses but is not limited to the
following topics:
- Conceptualization, design, and operationalization of

sustainable food systems at different levels (global,
regional, national, city-region, local);

- Methods, approaches, and models for the
assessment of agri-food sustainability in food systems
(production/agriculture, processing, distribution,
consumption, waste management);

- Sustainability transitions in agri-food systems
(theories, frameworks, models, good practices, and
promising initiatives);

- New generation of food policies (integrated,
multisectoral) and governance models (inclusive,
multi-stakeholder, reflexive) for sustainable food
systems;

- Effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the functioning,
performance and resilience of agri-food systems.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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