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The circular economy is a sustainable concept that aims
to help eliminate global warming. E-waste is one of the
fastest-growing waste streams. It is necessary to invent
technologies that allow the recycling of valuable metals
from e-waste, such as old smartphones and batteries, to
be used in new smartphones and lithium-ion batteries.
Sampling procedures from discarded smartphones,
circuit boards, and batteries are crucial for processing.
Hydrometallurgical processes are a suitable alternative
for increasing the purity of base metals (Cu, Ni, and Co,
etc.) and obtaining noble metals (Au and Ag). This
Special Issue aims to publish original research articles
in areas related to the development of new technologies
for recycling e-waste. Contributions that use the
methods of LCA assessment for comparing products
such as smartphones or electromobiles and processes
focused on environmental and economic aspects and
impacts will also be greatly appreciated. Keywords
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Guest Editors
Dr. Martina Laubertova
Institute of Recycling Technology, Faculty of Materials, Metallurgy and
Recycling, Technical University of Košice, Letná 1/9 04 200 Kosice,
Slovakia

Dr. Marcela Malindzakova
Institute of Logistics and Transport, Faculty of Mining, Ecology, Process
Control and Geotechnologies, Technical University of Košice, Park
Komenského 14, 04 200 Kosice, Slovakia

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (26 April 2025)

Sustainability

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.3
CiteScore 7.7

mdpi.com/si/193603
Sustainability
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
sustainability@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
sustainability

https://www.mdpi.com/si/193603
https://mdpi.com/journal/sustainability


Sustainability

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.3
CiteScore 7.7

mdpi.com/journal/
sustainability

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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