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Message from the Guest Editors
Rural space remains one of the most authentic
destinations in each country. However, the development
of rural tourism also unveils considerable responsibility.
The interest of tourists in a specific destination can
damage the authenticity of a place and transform it in
time into a mass tourist attraction. To ensure long-term
development with benefits for all stakeholders, tourist
activities in rural destinations must be based on
sustainable development.  Therefore, the question is
how can a rural destination benefit from its tourist
potential without damaging its authenticity? Topics in
this Special Issue include but are not limited to the
following: Innovation and competitiveness in rural
tourism;
Local values and material and intangible tourist
resources;
The cultural exchange in rural tourism;
Awareness of the use of local resources and orientation
towards research and development;
Local, regional and national branding;
Social media and innovation for local tourism;
Impact of economy sharing platforms on rural tourism;
Local entrepreneurship in rural tourism and sustainable
destinations;
Marketing local artisanal or gastronomic resources by
including local tourist products;
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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