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For a number of years now, the top challenge for water
governance has been to figure out what kind of toolkit
would be best equipped to deal with complex problems,
such as diffuse pollution, overuse of water, aquatic
biodiversity, or flood-risk management. As a salient
example, the EU Water Framework Directive established
in 2000 an ambitious and detailed framework for
monitoring, planning, and acting towards Good
Ecological Status (GES) of surface waters in the EU by
2015. The directive was informed by the latest scientific
insights on the functioning of natural and human
systems. Considering complexity and uncertainty in
natural systems, it established an iterative river basin
management planning system which would, at least in
principle, always be informed by the latest science.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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