
Special Issue
Rethinking Urban Population
Density and Sustainable Cities
Message from the Guest Editors
It has long been accepted that patterns of urban sprawl
that characterize cities in the global North are
unsustainable and to be avoided. It is equally well
understood in the global South that urban population
densities do not necessarily equate to healthy and
livable cities. These different perspectives are further
complicated when officials mandate “social distancing”
to protect public health. Simply put, contextual
(landscape, environment, and spatial economies) and
qualitative (historical, cultural, social) dimensions of
cities, urban living, and urban form matter. This Special
Issue comprises papers that drill down, problematize,
and rethink compactness and urban density as
incontrovertible planning and design principles of
sustainable cities.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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