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Message from the Guest Editor
Despite there being no unitary definition of “mountain”
on an EU or worldwide scale, mountains cover roughly a
fifth of the world’s land mass and are home to one tenth
of the world’s population. The global changes, including
the degradation of natural resources, biodiversity loss,
climate change, unsustainable supply and value chains,
often cause irreversible impacts on fragile mountain
ecosystems. Measures to combat the effects of these
global changes demand innovative solutions and
transdisciplinary cooperation; still, a significant gap
remains in the understanding of ecological systems and
anthropogenic processes and in their larger-scale
implications.  Further, the current challenges in resource
use will have to involve new stakeholders with new,
innovative ideas, and their management will have to
have a central role in the socio-ecological
transformation of mountain communities. The focus of
this Special Issue is to research, discuss, compare, and
develop strategies and innovative solutions to tackle the
global change challenges faced in mountain areas.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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