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The objective of this Special Issue is to discuss the
sustainability of the research on the Web and social
media. 

By raising concern about the long-term sustainability of
computational social sciences, we refer to the much
greater consumption of energy required by the technical
infrastructure necessary to support this research, not
only by research institutions but also by the industrial
giants who generate and store the new traces. We also
refer to the lingering societal risks raised by the growing
traceability of individual and collective behaviors and
increasingly highlighted by surveillance studies. Finally,
we wish to address the long-term consequences of
grounding social research on records that are originally
collected for marketing purposes by a handful of
powerful industrial actors.

Fostering attention to the long-standing environmental
and democratic consequences of social media research
is the objective of this Special Issue, which welcomes
submissions from across the whole spectrum of digital
sociology, computational social science, and new media
research discussing the risks, side effects, and long-
term bias of this type of research.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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