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Message from the Guest Editors
Within this Special Issue, we welcome innovative
studies, research advancements, and practitioners’
experiences in the “operationalization of the ES
framework”. With the term “operationalization”, we refer
to some basic pre-conditions to bridge the gap between
the theoretical knowledge of ESs and their utilization in
urban planning and for broader planning purposes, while
also assuming that: 1) the ES selection should be
grounded on common “categorizations” (such as, for
instance, CICES, TEEB, and MAES); 2) the assessment
of the “service” is based on the spatial recognition of the
biophysical structure of the landscape; 3) the “benefits”
to the society are based on the interaction between the
biophysical assessment of the services and the
distribution of human demand; 4) the empirical
evaluation of a long-term, sustainable provision of ESs is
carried out through “changes by land-use scenario”
associated with planning strategies defined into plans or
programs.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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